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First Presbyterian Church 

First Press 
Worship and Wisdom  

May 9, 2021 

Our Transitional Pastor 
Rev. Barry Williams 
 

Our Mission 
We are a community of disciples who celebrate 
God’s inclusive love by ministering to one another 
and the world. 
 

Church Office Hours 
9 am to 3 pm 
Monday through Friday 
 

Prayer List 
Cares, Concerns and Celebrations 
 Phil Rankin is in rehab at KUMC.  He hopes to 

be home in a couple of weeks. Prayers for 
healing and strength for both Phil and Sharon. 

 Antonio Carlos Farah, Mariana’s dad, continues 
to work on options for health complications and 
asks for prayers. 

 Jim Eggenberger is home and receiving visiting 
nursing care.  Prayers for patience for him and 
for Lucille.  

 Kristi McAlister, FPC member and daughter of 
Pat McAlister, who is facing some serious health 
challenges. 

 
 

Birthdays in the Congregation 
 

May 11 May 14 
  Ron Tucker    Leah Pringle 
May 12   Shane Hofer 
  Edna Galle   Zachary Clancy 
  Pam Mitchell May 16 
May 13   John Stewart, Jr. 
  Kaprelle Bradley    
  

 
 
 

Calendar 
May 9 – Mother’s Day 
 9:00 am Children’s Sunday School – Zoom 
 9:00 am Round Table Class – Zoom 
 10:30 am Worship – YouTube and In-person 
 11:30 am Old Testament – filming 
 12:00 pm Youth Group 
May 11 
 6:30 pm Session Meeting 
May 12 
 5:00 pm Personnel Committee 
May 16 
 9:00 am Children’s Sunday School – Zoom 
 9:00 am Round Table Class – Zoom 
 10:30 am Worship – YouTube and In-person 
 11:30 am Old Testament – filming 
 12:00 pm Youth Group 
 

Welcome 
We had a wonderful first-time back experience last 
Sunday.  About 55 people joined us for in-person 
worship and an additional 66 joined us on YouTube.  
Thank you so much to everyone who made the day 
possible for all of us.  Special thanks to our tech people:  
Ryan King, Wayne Hathaway, Suzanne Galle, John 
Mitchell, Dave Livingood, Loren Dolezal, and Jana 
Tuttle who have worked with new processes, provided 
new equipment, learned new skills, and met the 
challenge!  Also, thanks to our music staff, Mariana 
Farah, Randy Frye, Carol Fleeger, Laura King, and 
Kara Smith who have adapted to new ways of doing 
music and getting it to us.  Our Church Office staff and 
First 5 Years Staff have also risen to the challenges 
brought to us by COVID-19.  Many decisions have 
been made and then changed and changed again to 
meet the various mandates, guidelines and directives 
designed to keep us as safe as possible during this 
time.  We also have learned new ways of doing things, 
new software, new platforms, and many new words!  
We also have learned how to coordinate masks with 
our fashion choices!  And our sincere thanks to you – 
our congregation members and guests for your 
patience and guidance as we all navigated this 
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interesting time in our life as a church.  It is only 
with your support that we have come to this point 
so successfully and while we are not “at the end” 
quite yet, we do see a glimmer of light leading us 
to be a new and different FPC, Lawrence.  We 
know we can reach new people and embrace new 
ways of being the church.  We know we can make 
changes to the way that we are the church and are 
excited to continue “becoming” new! Thank you. 
  

We will continue to offer worship via YouTube and 
Facebook for folks who choose not to worship with 
us in person at this time, but also to those who are 
not in Lawrence.  What a great opportunity to join 
us every Sunday whether we are in Lawrence or 
not!  Have something special going on, but 
Grandma can’t get here?  She can watch on 
YouTube!  The possibilities are almost endless.  
We keep learning and being open to those 
opportunities.  Worshipping and being the church 
– together wherever we are sitting! 
 

A reminder:  As you arrive at the church, we will 
ask you to sign in on the Friendship Pad on tables 
in the Narthex.  Then ushers will escort you to your 
seats keeping in mind social distancing from other 
family groups and our singers on the north side of 
the sanctuary.  People will be seated from the front 
to the back, so you will probably not get to sit in 
your usual pew.  At the end of worship, please 
remain seated until the ushers come to dismiss 
your row and then exit the Sanctuary. 
 

We also ask that if you aren’t feeling well – even if 
you are “sure” it is allergies – it might be best if you 
stay home.  We want this to be a safe gathering for 
everyone in every way possible!  Thank you for 
your help. 
 

Be sure to share our Facebook and Website 
locations via your social media and email friends.  
Invite them to view our worship online with you 
virtually.  Remember you can attend worship 
anytime via YouTube! 
 

Education 
This Sunday 
 The Old Testament Study led by Dr. Earl 

Huyser will be filming a new class.  Watch our 
YouTube page this week (probably 
Wednesday) for the newest offering. 
Welcome back Dr. Huyser!  Access our 
YouTube channel using this link:  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCEfMfsI
n_sXSz2fEYWRsBw.  

 The Seekers Class is taking a break at the 
moment.  They will let us know about their next 
offering! 

 The RoundTable Class - Please consider 
joining the RoundTable Class on Sunday 
mornings via Zoom to discuss the book 
“Neighborhood Church”.  Use this link to join 
the class on Zoom:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87805797811?pwd=
UWU5ZVFHeDZaQTdLcjhLTTc2S0FrUT09 
The class will continue meeting virtually at 9:00 
am on Sunday mornings.  Please contact 
Linda Watts for more information at 
lindajoywatts@gmail.com. Books are available 
in the church office.  Cost is $15.00 

 Children’s Sunday School is meeting via Zoom 
at 9:00 am.  If you would like your child to 
attend and need the Zoom link, please contact 
us in the church office.   

 The Youth are meeting on-line today at noon.  
Contact Ryan King for links, times, and more 
information at ryan@firstpreslawrence.org   
This group is open to students in 6th grade 
through 12th grade. 

 

Upper Room Devotional Books – May / June 
issues are here!  Stop by the church office or call 
Robin and she can send you a copy. 
 

Mission  
Pentecost Special Offering – May 23  

Children at Risk, Youth and Young Adults 
The Mission Committee encourages you to 
support the PCUSA Special Offering for Pentecost 
which helps us support the development of our 
young people through ministries of education, 
spiritual formation events like the Presbyterian 
Youth Triennium, and through service as Young 
Adult Volunteers.  It also encourages us to see 
how children, youth and young adults teach us 
new things and help us shape our faith, too.  40% 
of your gift stays with our congregation to support 
our children, youth, and young adult ministries.  
Thank you for your generosity! 
 
Lawrence Habitat for Humanity is hosting a 
“Blueprint Bash – Trivia and Raffles” on May 21st 
or May 22nd.  Gather a team of six for a fun night 
of trivia!  Each team of six can sign up for $240 
and will receive appetizers from The Oread for 
the entire team, a six pack of beer, all the 
ingredients to make Blueprint Bash signature 
cocktails for the entire team, trivia dry erase 



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 

Rev. Barry Williams, preaching 
Linda Watts, liturgist               

May 9, 2021 
  

 Prelude  Nanette Kraus, guest pianist 
 

 Welcome and Announcements 
 

 Call to Worship  
 One: See what love has given us, that we should be called children of God. 
 All: By this we know love, that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh,  
  and lived and died, that God’s love might be made plain among us. 
 One: Therefore, beloved, let us not love in word or in speech alone but also in deed and in truth. 
 All: Because we love one another, we know that we have passed from death into life. 
 One: This is the victory that overcomes the world, through Jesus our risen Christ. 
  

 Opening Prayer     
   

  Opening Hymn Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing Hymnal #356 
  NETTLETON 
 

  Call to Confession and Prayer of Confession  
   Loving God, we realize that we have not made our homes the dwelling place for your love that 

we would like.  Too often, we act like individuals who happen to share the same building, rather 
than family members who care for one another.  Help us to renew our commitments to the growth 
and development of those who share our homes with us.  Help us to communicate openly with one 
another and to show our love in the homes where we live; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

 Assurance of Pardon          
 

 Scripture I John 5:1-6 Linda Watts, liturgist
  

 Special Music The Gift of Love Handbell Duet, video 
  BARBARA R. BROOME Carol Fleeger and Becky Harris 
 
 Scripture John 13:31-35  
 

 Sermon “Being Family” Rev. Barry Williams 
 

 Hymn How Happy Is Each Child of God Hymnal #239 
  WINCHESTER OLD 
 
 Prayer of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Call for Offering and Prayer of Dedication 
Offering plates are located in the Narthex at the end of the “sign-in” tables. 

 

 Hymn The Summons Sing the Faith #2130 
  KELVINGROVE 
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Responsive Charge and Benediction 
 One: Live for God every moment of every day.   
  Take time to express gratitude for God’s love. 
 All: We seek to live as people who know God.   
  Because we are loved, we dare to love others. 
 One: Do not be afraid to witness to your growing faith.  
  Do not hesitate to show the fruits of abiding in Christ. 
 All: We will turn to the perfect love that casts our fear.   
  We will tell of that love to future generations. 
 One: You have been equipped and empowered by love.   
  God is filling your life with purpose and energy. 
 All: We love because God first loved us.   
  We go out to serve as apostles of Jesus Christ. 
 One: Amen. 
 All: Amen. 
   

Postlude * 
 

* Please remain seated….following the postlude the Ushers will dismiss the congregation by rows from the 
back to the front. 

  

Worship 
 

In-Person Worship – The Session has approved for us to plan for in-person worship – 
and we are moving forward after a successful opening day on  May 2, 2021!  The Worship 
and Sacraments, Fellowship, and Education Committees are working together to keep 
our plans updated for the safest way for us to gather.  Masks and social distancing will 
be mandatory!  There will be no congregational singing, but our music leaders will 
continue to sing for us.  For those of us not ready to attend in-person, we will continue 
to provide livestreaming and options for later viewing.  Guidelines will be posted in 
various places throughout the building as a reminder.  If you would like to help as an 
usher or a greeter, please contact bobbie-frances mcdonald, Margie Dyck, Terry Smith 

or Paul Laird to let them know you want to help or call the church office to sign up. We will need to create teams 
to rotate through the weeks moving forward, so the more the merrier! 
 
Music people are happy to be back in the Sanctuary!  Photos by Mariana Farah. 
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 board and markers, party decorations, and a little swag too!  Each night will feature a theme, so 
choose which night you want to participate:  “Lights, Camera, Action” on May 21st and “Party Like a 
Rockstar” on May 22nd.  They are also offering five items for a raffle.  See the items and purchase 
tickets through May 22nd here:  https://one.bidpal.net/blueprintbash/browse/all  Lawrence Habitat for 
Humanity is supported by the FPC Mission Committee. 
 
Family Promise of Lawrence 5K Home Run Fundraiser – The 5K Home Run, generally run on 
Memorial Day, will be held virtually again this year.  We will walk/run a 5K anytime between May 25th  
and May 31st.  FPC has formed a team, however, you can walk/run on your own if you like.  Even as a 
team we can each do our part on our own.  You can call or text me at 908-938-0239 or email me at  
grammydutcher@yahoo.com if you would like to join our team.  Further information about the 5K 
Home Run is on the Family Promise website at www.lawrencefamilypromise.org.  We would love to 
have any of you join us!  I will need to hear from you by May 20th.  Thank you!  Lois Dutcher 
 
The Lawrence Community Shelter is holding an open house showcasing the completion of Monarch 
Village, an innovative, sustainably built village of tiny homes offering a safe space for homeless 
families on Saturday, May 15th from 12:00 noon to 3:00 pm at the Shelter, 3655 E. 25th St.   
The Village is a collaborative project with Dan Rockhill, founder of the University of Kansas 
Architecture Studio 804 program, and his graduate students. They built the homes using 12 recycled 
shipping containers. The Monarch Village project will provide families with a 160-square-foot, private 
living space to help stabilize them until they can move out of the shelter and into permanent housing.  
Monarch Village was designed as a solution to several community problems. Initially, it offers a safe, 
less dense space for people to isolate during the COVID-19 pandemic. It will also allow those who 
contract the virus to recuperate without compromising the health of others in the shelter. Additionally, it 
will be used as a temporary housing space for families, specifically single mothers with children.  FPC 
is a supporter of the Shelter they are dedicating one of the homes to our congregation.  They are 
naming all of the homes after types of butterflies and we chose the one called “Desert Orangetip”  
 
The Just Food barrels are out at the south entrance for your gifts of non-perishable items for those in 
need of assistance with food.  Please think of nourishing foods that can be used in a variety of ways 
and appeal to a variety of ages and tastebuds.  Thank you for your support in filling the barrels. 
 
Being a Matthew 25 Church means that we are actively involved in three aspects of discipleship: 

 Building congregational vitality 
 Dismantling structural racism 
 Eradicating systemic poverty 

More information can be found on the Presbyterian Mission Agency website:  
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/matt-25-resources/ 
 

Care 
Deacon Family Groups 
A-Bo   Alison Hill    Lj-Me  Linda Upstill 
Bp-Ch  Carol Smith    Mf-N  Nancy Rumsey   
Ci-Dr  Kathryn Roblee   O-Re  Sandy Groene  
Ds-F  Deborah Norwood   Rf-Sh  Kathy Stover 
G-He  Julie Simon    Si-Sz  Cherie Hoover 
Hf-Ke  Sara Quick    T-Wa  Annette Camlin 
Kf-Li  Charles Tuttle    Wb-z  Peggy Southard 
 

 Don’t hesitate to reach out to your Deacon or the church if you, or someone you know, needs   
assistance.   
 Take care, be safe, wear your mask, keep your social distance, and wash your hands! 
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 If you or someone you know from the church is hospitalized or plans to be, please let us know.  
Lawrence Memorial Hospital is now allowing clergy to visit people there, so we need to know when 
someone has been hospitalized!  Thank you for your help.  You can call the church office or contact 
your Deacon. 

 

Support 
We are thankful for all of you who are pledging your support for FPC in 2021.  If you would like to make a 
pledge or give a one-time gift, you can do so by going to our website and clicking on the “Online Giving” 
button.  Check it out at www.firstpreslawrence.org.   
 
The Finance Committee reports giving for the period ending April 30, 2021: 

                                                                            Budget                                        Actual 
Membership Gifts – April                       $42,458.00 $35,242.00 
Membership Gifts – 2021 - YTD                  $213,733.00 $207,185.00 

 
The Gifts and Memorials Committee invites you to spend a moment in the Memorial Garden.  We will not 
be able to host Fellowship Time on the patio this year, but you are more than welcome to come enjoy the 
bubbling of the fountain, calling of the birds and the gifts of nature anytime.  The Garden is accessible 
through the church during the week between 9 am and 3 pm or anytime by walking around to the back of 
the building. 
 

The Property Committee has approved, and work is being done to upgrade our security system for our 
doors.  When completed, the north and south doors will be set to open at certain times via computer.  For 
instance, the north door will be open for the AA groups to attend their meetings and will lock at the end of 
the evening – automatically!  No need for keys to be distributed and potentially lost, putting our building 
security at risk.  We are still working on the process, but if you have a code or a key, please know that in 
the not-too-distant future, they may no longer work!  You will be asked to return door keys to the church 
office when our new system is in place.  Watch for news about how the new process will work and how we 
will keep our building secure. 

FPC Session Leadership 
Worship:   Terry Smith, b-f mcdonald, and Paul Laird 
Welcome:    Margie Dyck, Terry Smith, and b-f mcdonald 
Fellowship:    John Hughes and Carol Kyner 
Education:   Linda Watts, Henry Johns, Carol Kyner, and Heather Soper 
Mission:     Heather Soper, Ted Waiss, and Margie Dyck 
Care:   Deacons and Parish Nurses 
 

Support:    
 Finance:      Marilyn Harp, Ted Waiss,   
 Property:     Mark Shiflett, John Hughes,   
 Personnel:   Marilyn Harp, Paul Laird, and Linda Watts 
 

Elders on Church Nominating Committee:    Heather Soper and Carol Kyner 
Elders on Pastor Nominating Committee:     Mark Shiflett and Henry Johns 


