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First Presbyterian Church 

First Press 
Worship and Wisdom  

October 24, 2021 

Our Transitional Pastor 
Rev. Barry Williams 
 

Our Mission 
We are a community of disciples who celebrate God’s 
inclusive love by ministering to one another and the 
world. 
 

Church Office Hours 
9 am to 3 pm 
Monday through Friday 
 

Care 
Deacon Family Groups 
A-Bo   Alison Hill Lj-Me    Linda Upstill 
Bp-Ch Carol Smith Mf-N     Nancy Rumsey 
Ci-Dr   Kathryn Roblee O-Re    Sandy Groene 
Ds-F   Deborah Norwood Rf-Sh   Kathy Stover 
G-He  Julie Simon Si-Sz   Cherie Hoover 
Hf-Ke  Vacant T-Wa   Annette Camlin 
Kf-Li   Charles Tuttle Wb-Z   Peggy Southard 
 

Prayer List 
Cares, Concerns and Celebrations 
• Jim Stokes is at LMH and is very ill. 
• Bev North is at LMH for a broken pelvis. 
• Jim Buckley had heart surgery this week. 
• John and Martha Rowe need our prayers.  Martha 

continues to need care and John is providing it.  It 
is now a daily challenge, especially for John.  

• Sherry Banker is also a trained care giver for her 
sister-in-law who has had a bone marrow 
transplant this month.  Prayers are needed. 

• Jean and Bob Givens request prayers as they 
make housing transitions. 

• Linda Almon had knee replacement on October 
5th.  Prayers for strength and healing. 

• Brett Groene has had a second cancer surgery 
which will be followed by chemo.   

• Wally Hill continues to make good progress in the 
NICU at OPRMC.   

• Phil Rankin continues his recovery and rehab 
process in Lincoln, NE. 

• Kristi McAlister, FPC member and daughter of Pat 
McAlister, who is facing some serious health 
challenges. 

 

Birthdays in the Congregation 
October 25 October 27 
   Trevor Lindemyer               Jenna Sheldon-Sherman 
October 26 October 28 
 George Crump     Rebecca Dorwood 
 Paul Laird  October 30 
 Anne Meyer   Nancy Jaeger 
 

Calendar 
October 24 
 8:45 am Child Care 
 9:15 am Sunday School Classes 
 10:30 am Worship 
 11:30 am Congregational Meeting 
 11:45 am Pumpkin Carving – Faith Family Fun 
October 25 
 12:00 pm  Avenue of Life Rummage Pick Up 
 6:00 pm Westminster Bell Rehearsal 
 7:00 pm First 5 Years Board Meeting 
October 26 
 1:00 pm Small World 
   Welcome Committee Meeting 
 2:30 pm Matthew 25 Cohort Meeting 
October 27 
 4:00 pm Education Committee Meeting 
 7:00 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
   Boy Scout Troop 59 Meeting 
October 28  
 5:30 pm Adult Ministry Planning Meeting 
 6:30 pm Justice Matters Community Problems 
October 30 
 9:30 am PW Women’s Retreat 
October 31 
 8:45 am Child Care 
 9:15 am Sunday School Classes 
 10:30 am Worship 
 11:30 am South Lawn Committee Meeting 
 11:30 am Youth Group 
 1:00 pm Music Staff Meeting 
 3:00 pm Westminster Bell Choir Rehearsal 
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Sunday Helpers  
Ushers:   Larry and Vernis Flottman and Jim Rumsey 
Greeters: Carol Smith and Nancy Rumsey 
Securing the Offering: Paul Laird and Henry Johns 
Mugger:  Kathryn Roblee 
 
Welcome! 
Welcome to everyone, whether you are joining us 
virtually or in-person, we are happy to have you with 
us.   
 
This morning we welcome Rev. Abbey Patterson 
Walker, a former intern at FPC in 2010.  She is 
currently in Lawrence visiting her parents and her 
friend, Rev. Barry Williams.  You may remember that 
Abbey served as our University and Young Adult Intern 
from August 2010 to May 2011.  She has served 
churches in Oklahoma, currently as Pastor for 
Covenant Presbyterian Church in Oklahoma City, OK.  
Welcome back Abbey!  
 

A reminder for in-person worship:  The Session is 
requiring that all persons, age two and over, wear a 
mask over their nose and mouth while in the building.  
As Christians we strive to care for one another, and this 
is how to best do that.  Thank you for your help. 
 
Pronoun Stickers 

The Welcome Committee is working on ways that 
we can be more open and welcoming to each other 
and our guests every day.  One way that we can 
visibly greet our guests is by wearing our name tags.  
This is helpful always, but especially as we continue 
to wear our masks to keep each other healthy.  The 
Session has affirmed our “Inclusion Policy” which 
reads:  We, the Session of First Presbyterian Church, 
believe ourselves to be led by the Holy Spirit, 
challenged by Jesus Christ, and guided by the historic 
principles of our Church to become a more inclusive 
and supportive community in which the rights of 
membership are affirmed, including the opportunity to 
be ordained by the congregation regardless of race, 
age, gender, disabilities, sexual orientation or 
situation in life. As a welcoming congregation the 
Welcome Committee is encouraging us to add our 
pronouns to our name tags.  You can find stickers for 
your use at the Welcome Center.   

None of us like to be called by the wrong name, 
but for some of us it is a regular occurrence to have 
people use the wrong pronoun in conversation.  
Understanding that gender is a vast continuum and to 
be considerate and use pronouns chosen by the 
individual is a sign of respect.   

“What is hospitality?  It is about putting the 
other person before yourself, making their comfort 
and peace more important than our own.  Visibility 
is key.” Rev. Brian Ellison. 

Pick up your stickers at the Welcome Center! 
 

Education 
This Sunday – Adult Classes begin at 9:15 am 

• The RoundTable Class is reading and 
discussing the book, Lakota Ways by 
Joseph Marshall.  Facilitation is shared 
among participants.  Newcomers are 
always welcome! 

• The Seekers Class – “Reflecting on a 
Pandemic: What Did We Lose?  What Did 
We Learn?  Where Do We Go from Here?” 
with Rev. Paul Romine. Participants will 
have the opportunity to reflect on their 
experiences during the pandemic and 
share their stories and insights. 

• Nurturing Faith at Home (now being offered 
in-person and by Zoom) is a new class 
being offered this fall to discuss how to 
incorporate faith into your home in a way 
that will stick with your kids.  Contact Linda 
Watts at lindajoywatts@gmail.com for the 
Zoom link. 

• Dr. Huyser’s Old Testament Class is 
meeting weekly in the Chapel.  His lecture 
and slides are also available the following 
Wednesday on YouTube.   

• Youth Group meets at 11:30 am in 
Fellowship Hall.  Youth in 6th grade through 
12th grade can plan to attend.  Friends are 
always welcome at FPC – sometimes that 
makes it more fun to attend!  Wear your 
favorite mask and come have a great time. 

 
Coming up in November – a series on indigenous 
people of this region of Kansas will be a follow up 
to FPC’s dedication of our “Acknowledgement of 
Place” sign in front of our building.  Jeff Southard, 
FPC history buff, will share information about the 
tribes/nations which were originally here in the 
Lawrence area.  The series begins on November 7 
at 9:15 in the Fireside Room.  This is an 
educational offering for everyone!  On the following 
Sundays (November 14 and 21) issues confronted 
by Native Americans today will be discussed with 
the participation of students from Haskell 
University. 
 
 

mailto:lindajoywatts@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCEfMfsIn_sXSz2fEYWRsBw


FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost 

 
Rev. Barry Williams 

Rev. Abbey Patterson Walker, guest liturgist 
                                                                                                

October 24, 2021 
 

Prelude  Aria David Pérez, organist 
   G. F. HANDEL 
 

 Introit All the Earth Shall Worship Thee Choral Ensemble 
  ESTHER MARY FULLER  
  Kara Smith, Angela Loganbill, Alison Mahal, Kevin Smith and Dmitry Tyshlek with David Pérez on piano 
 
 Welcome and Announcements 
 
 Moment for Stewardship Building Our Future Together bobbie-frances mcdonald 
 
 Call to Worship  from Psalm 34:1-3 

 One: I will bless the Lord at all times, 
 All: God’s praise will continually be in my mouth. 
 One: My soul makes its boast in the Lord, 
 All: let the humble hear and be glad. 
 One: O magnify the Lord with me, 
 All: let us exalt God’s name together! 
 

 Opening Prayer     
 
  Opening Hymn All People That on Earth Do Dwell Glory to God #385 
  SOON AND VERY SOON   

       Large print hymnals (black covers) are available on the table at the back of the Sanctuary on the north side. 
 

  Call to Confession  
 
Prayer of Confession  

Holy God, you know us better than we know ourselves.   
 You see our need when we are blind to it.  You have made us to be yours. 
 In your compassion, forgive us for our lack of faith  
  and for the harm we do to others and to your earth 
 Forgive us for turning away from your will, for ignoring the cries of our neighbors, 
    For failing to listen to what is most nourishing even for ourselves. 
 Let our faults fall from your eyes as you open ours. 
 Hear this and answer, in Jesus’ name. 

Personal confession continues in silence 
 

Assurance of Pardon 
 People of God, beloved of the Lord, the one who created you and maintains your every breath 
      calls you to receive mercy and be forgiven. 
 Live in peace, in the firm assurance of pardon, so that today and every day your path may be strong and  
  free, in the name of the holy Trinity, one God, now and forever. 
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Sharing the Peace 
 One:  The Peace of Christ be with you. 
 All:     And also with you. 
 
Scripture Reading Psalm 34:1-8 Rev. Abbey Patterson Walker, liturgist 
 
Children’s Moment  Erinn Barcomb-Peterson  
 

 Scripture Reading Mark 10:46-52  
 
 Sermon “What Do You Want Me to Do for You?” Rev. Barry Williams 
 

Special Music  My Jesus I Love Thee Choral Ensemble 
 DAN FORREST, arr. 
  

 Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 

  Thy kingdom come; thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
 Call for Offering and Prayer of Dedication 

 Dear God, we offer you these gifts that they might build up the work of your kingdom. 
      Make us living witnesses to the way of your righteous reign.  
      For the glory of your son, Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray.  Amen. 

 

  Offering plates are located in the Narthex at the end of the “sign-in” tables. 
 
 Hymn O Christ, the Healer Glory to God #793 
  ERHALT UNS, HERR 
  The Choral Ensemble will sing vs. 1 and 2 – The Congregation joins in for vs. 3, 4, and 5  
   

Blessing and Charge 
 One: As you go from here, walk in the way of the Lord: 
  With thanksgiving, with gladness, with insight. 
  Turn to the great high priest with all your needs and pray for those who have no words today.   
 All: May the God who hears our needs and answers the cries of our hearts be with us today  
  and always, a sure and certain strength, throughout all the ages. 
 
Postlude Menuet Gothique David Pérez, organist 
 From “Suite Gothique” by LEON BOELMANN 
  

 
 

   
 
 

All Saints Sunday is October 31 this year.  We would like to honor those who have 
joined the church triumphant in the past year.  Many of us have experienced loss in 
the past 12 to 18 months and some of us have not been able to participate in the 
usual rituals honoring our loved ones.  Whether this is the case for you or not, we 
would like to add the names of those you have lost to our list so that we can say 
their name and remember them on that Sunday. Email names to Linda Bridges at 
linda@firstpreslawrence.org or call the church office at 785-843-4171. 

mailto:linda@firstpreslawrence.org
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  Faith ∞ Family ∞ Focus 
Upcoming Events 
 

 October 24 – Pumpkin Carving 11:30 – 1:00 pm outside 
 

 October 31 – Children’s Percussion Ensemble participates in worship 
 

 November 28 – Advent Festival – 2:00 – 3:30 pm in Fellowship Hall.   
                          Mark your calendars now, details to follow! 
Event Memos 
  

                                Faith Family Fall Fun:  Pumpkin Carving!  Today!  October 24th right  
                                                        After worship (11:30 am – 1:00 pm) we will be outside, distanced, 
 masked, and have an area for spread-out lunch that is separate from 
 where we will carve pumpkins.  Food will be provided.  Pumpkins 
 will be provided.  Adults should bring their own carving tools if you 
 have them.  We will have some tools to share as well.  Everyone is 
 welcome! 
 

Faith Practice of the Week 
Take grace to another level with a Grace Meal.  Taking a meal to a family in need or a beloved neighbor is a 
tangible way of showing love and concern for others.  Decide as a family who to share with.  Involve the whole 
family in the preparation.  Make a double portion of everything OR order food to share.  Package the dinner 
for the recipient family and take it to them.  When you return home to eat your half of the dinner, give thanks 
to God for the family who is sharing the grace meal with you.  The important aspect is serving those in need 
and those you love.  From Faithful Families, Creating Sacred Moments at Home by Traci Smith. 
 

Sunday School Schedule 
Sunday school meets 9:15 – 10:15 am for pre-K/Kindergarten, 1st/2nd, and 3rd/7th grades.  Students will 
begin to study the practice of following Jesus in this unit of Follow Me. 
 
 
Last Chance to Sign up for:  Women of the Church – Join us for “The Great Outdoors – The Still Small 
Voice”; originally scheduled for Heartland Center has been re-packaged as “The Great Day – The Still 
Small Voice” at First Presbyterian Church on Saturday, October 30th in Fellowship Hall.  Judith Gala will 
lead us from 10 am to noon on “The Psalms – the relevance pertaining to us today”.  We will break and 
then re-gather at 2:00 pm until 4 pm for “Where Are You on Your Spiritual Memoirs and How to Write 
Them”.  Feel free to pack your own lunch if you don’t want to leave and come back.  We have sixteen 
women signed up so far and can take additional reservations for this new format.  Cost for the day is 
$25.00.  Join us for a lively, spiritual, get-together.  But being is making; not only large things, a family, a 
book, a business: but the shape we give this afternoon, a conversation between two friends, a meal.  Frank 
Bidart 
 
Stewardship 2022 
October is the beginning of our season of giving.  This year we are looking forward 
to a variety of great things coming to First Presbyterian Church by the grace of God 
and our own hard work!  Our world has not yet emerged from the pandemic, but we  
are looking toward our future together.  We are searching for a new pastor to move 
forward with us.  Coping with COVID has taught us many new things and we are  
forever changed.  We know that those changes can only be good by believing in the 
possibilities we have in ministry together.  What do you want to do in 2022?  Give it 
a voice!  Find someone to work with you.  Let us build a bright future together by 
investing our time, talents, and treasures in each other through FPC.  When you 
receive your pledge card in the mail or when you pick one up at the church, please 
prayerfully consider a gift to the ministry we are building.  You can also make your pledge on our website: 
www.firstpreslawrence.org.  Thank you! 

http://www.firstpreslawrence.org/
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 Mission  
Being a Matthew 25 Church means that we are actively involved in three aspects of discipleship: 

• Building congregational vitality 
• Dismantling structural racism 
• Eradicating systemic poverty 

 

Missing the Rummage Sale? We have an alternative!  Tomorrow!  Monday, October 25 from noon to 4 pm! 
We have arranged with Avenue of Life, the charitable organization that was begun by Jeff Flottman to help 
local charities in the Kansas City, Kansas area, to bring a truck to the FPC parking lot on Monday, October 
25th between the hours of 12:00 pm and 4:00 pm.  Avenue of Life will accept small furniture, clothing, 
household items, etc.  ALL ITEMS must be in plastic bags or closed cardboard boxes.  They will NOT accept 
any electronic devices.  This has been arranged for us in response to many requests of alternatives for all of 
the items we have been holding for the Rummage Sale!  Gather up all the things and bring them to the church 
on Monday, October 25, beginning at noon until 4 pm and help Avenue for Life help others!  If you have any 
questions, please call Presbyterian Women’s Moderator Mary Kaye Chandler at 620-271-4020.  Thank you 
so much for your generosity!  
 
Family Promise of Lawrence – Because of your sponsorships, donations, and support at the events this year 
Family Promise met their $130,000 fundraising goal for this year’s Auction Party and Dale Willey memorial 
Golf Tournament.  The money raised from this event ensures that Family Promise Lawrence is a resource to 
serve families at risk of, experiencing, or recovering from a situation of 
homelessness.  Thank you for all you do.  You are really making a  
lasting difference here in Lawrence. 
In response to COVID, FPL created a Shelter in Place (SIP) program 
to meet the needs.  With the help of many churches and organizations, this continues today.  There are many 
family stories that are created during a housing crisis and a situation  
of homelessness showing how parents keep on moving forward for  
their families.  They work hard through the transition back to housing.  They don’t give up.  They make a new 
normal for their children at every opportunity.  Thank you for helping FPL create a radical model of hospitality 
in the middle of a long and difficult pandemic.  Thank you for staying the course with us in support of families 
and their students, babies, and toddlers.   
 
In the Community 
Kansas Interfaith Action hosts forum series on Faith & Public Policy – Join us for a series of in-depth 
conversations with advocates and experts on the pressing social, economic, and climate justice issues facing 
Kansans!  Each topic is hosted at 8:00 pm on Zoom or Facebook Live @kansasinterfaithaction.  RSVP: 
FB.ME/E/1XC0DML7T 
Monday, October 25 – Racial Justice 
Thursday, October 28 – Medicaid Expansion 
Thursday, November 4 – Economic Justice 
Thursday, November 11 – Voting Rights+ 
 
Haskell Indian Nations University’s virtual Hiawatha Center for Justice hosts a new Justice Forum on the 
History of Federal Indian Boarding Schools on October 27, 2021, at 7:00 pm.  The Forum will be moderated 
by Dr. Eric Anders (Citizen Potawatomi Nation).  The Panelists include: Cody Marshall (Akimel O’odhan, 
Piipaash, and Hunkpapa Lakota), Sierra Two Bulls (Oglala Lakota), and Rebecca Villalobos (San Carlos 
Apache & Omaha) This is open to all interested persons via Zoom at: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85062801097 or meeting ID:  850 6280 1097 
 
 
 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85062801097

